
 

Nursery Spring Term Topics 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Our topics this half term are: People Who Help Us and Kings & Queens with an Investigation Week in between. After 
the half term holiday our focus will be: Spring and all things Spring-related and so will include a Gardening & 
Growing topic with a topic called Fantastic Food and Shopping to follow. 

 
We will focus on: 
 

PRIME AREAS 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development: 

We will continue with all the fantastic learning from last term where routines 
and boundaries within the Nursery were set. They will continue to 
independently explore the Nursery environment and select and use activities 
and resources asking for help if needed.  
In addition, we will talk about how to solve conflicts, being kind to others and 
look at sharing and turn-taking. We will also explore ‘What if’ questions.  
We will learn ways to calm ourselves down through breathing techniques, 
quiet spaces and listening to calming music. 
The children will also be supported through the use of back chaining when 
developing their self-help and independence skills (e.g. gradually reducing help 
until the child can do each step independently). We will provide lots of time 
and opportunities for practice.  

Physical 
Development: 

The children will continue to practise their balancing, riding, climbing and ball 
skills. The children will build on ‘outdoor loose parts play’ (tyres, large planks, 
wooden crates) and create with a purpose in mind. We will learn about safety 
when handling tools, and moving equipment and materials. 
We will encourage different ways of moving such as crawling, walking, 
running and they will create clear and sensible rules as a group. We will 
continue to use a variety of one-handed tools e.g. scissors and hammers 
amongst other things. We will use hand over hand help until children can use 
them independently.  
We will focus more on pencil control encouraging children to hold pencils 
correctly and with good control. There will be lots of opportunities for writing 
(shopping lists, instructions etc…) to encourage this. 

Communication and 
Language: 

The children will continue to develop their listening and attention skills during 
story time. The children will become familiar with and grow to love a variety 
books, songs and rhymes. They will engage in a variety of story activities to 
help children retell, invent and tell their own songs and stories including using 
small-world based play and role play. 
The children will be offered a language rich environment in which adults talk 
with children throughout the day. They will hear correct pronunciations 
modelled to them by teachers and staff members (e.g. ‘swimmed/swam’).  
The children will explore a variety of traditional and fairy tales and will explore, 
events and characters in greater detail. 

 
 

SPECIFIC AREAS: 

Literacy: 

The children will continue to notice sounds around them and recognise that 
different objects make different sounds. They will still explore different parts of 
a book, for example the cover, the author and the page number and will learn 
how to look after books by handling them carefully. They will learn how to 
turn the pages of a book, one by one. They will explore the meaning of text 
(capital letters, sentences, words, letters, full stops, spaces) and explore how 
we read books in English (left to right).  



 

The children will recognise familiar rhythms and rhymes and recognise that 
words rhyme. Some will be able to make up their own rhyming words and 
complete sentences with their own rhymes orally. 
The children will be encouraged to copy and keep a simple beat and join in and 
copy breaking words into syllables with a beat.  
They will continue to be provided with writing opportunities within the role play 
areas relating to the current topic where they might write hospital appointment 
cards, write pretend shopping lists or create gardening and growing instruction 
booklets. 
They will use apps on tablets to mix colour and make marks.  

Mathematics: 

The children will explore numerals and number tracks and we will introduce 
real world mathematical problems with numbers up to 5 during snack time 
and group time. They will continue to practise counting in sequence (forwards, 
backwards, by using actions and through songs and games) as well as 
subitise (up to 3). They will count objects, pointing out the last number.  
There will be more activities using simple visual comparisons introducing more 
than and fewer than. The children will also continue to explore 2D and 3D 
shapes, prepositions in real life contexts and use positional language to plan a 
route, for example a trip to the shop or supermarket. 

Understanding the 
World: 

The children will begin to notice differences between people and the jobs they 
do. The children will continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences 
between people. We will introduce new vocabulary related to occupations and 
encourage children to use it in their talk and play.  
The children will plan and take part in a variety of scientific investigations such 
as: melting and freezing, cooking and colour mixing. The children will then 
discuss and talk about what they have observed or found. 
The children will explore growth and decay over time linked to plants in the 
garden. The children will plant seeds and vegetables and learn how to care for 
them. The children will learn about a variety of foods and the importance of 
healthy eating and good dental care.  

Expressive Arts and 
Design: 

The children will engage in variety of role play experiences and have access to 
lots of flexible and open-ended resources to enhance their imaginative play. The 
children will explore different materials freely and begin to plan to build with a 
purpose in mind. The children will explore how to join materials together. They 
will also learn a variety of songs and will move to music regularly. The children 
will begin to develop their ‘singing voice’ using a range of pitches.  
Children will learn to develop their drawing and model-making skills and will 
begin to give meanings to their drawings and models. The children will share 
their ideas and talk together about these meanings. The children will explore 
colour mixing and talk about the differences between colours.  

 
 
Helping your child at home: 
 

• Talk about themselves and their family and Nursery.  
• Encourage them to play with pencils and pens. 
• Share stories and books. 
• Sing rhymes and songs. 
• Count a variety of objects…fingers and toes. 
• Discuss what is good for our bodies i.e. sleep, hygiene and diet. 

 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
 
Thank you for your support 
 
Mr Hussey & Mrs J. Flynn 


